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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the role of small-scale projects funded by the Palestinian Investment Promotion Agency in
providing job opportunities in the Gaza Strip.

The researcher adopted a descriptive-analytical methodology by relying on the database of small projects funded by the
Palestinian Investment Promotion Agency. The entire study population was obtained from the projects funded by the
agency during the mentioned period, which amounted to (697) beneficiaries.

The study concluded that the more years of experience the entrepreneur has, the greater the chance of obtaining a
financing opportunity. In addition, the presence of the Israeli occupation directly contributes to the failure of small-scale
projects (siege, power shutdowns, wars, destruction of infrastructure ... etc.) The study also showed that the political
division experienced by the country is one of the main obstacles to the success of small-scale projects. Besides, it
showed that the most employed projects in the Investment Promotion Agency are service projects, then industrial
projects. Moreover, the study discovered an existence of a direct relationship between the entrepreneur's years of
experience and the number of job opportunities created by the project. There is also a relationship between the nature of
the project’s business and the number of job opportunities created by it. Add to that, there is a relationship between the
entrepreneur's educational qualification and the number of job opportunities created by the project. Finally, the study
showed that the majority of beneficiaries of the projects funded by the agency are males.

The researcher recommended the necessity of developing the capabilities of entrepreneurs by involving them in
international exhibitions, local and international trade and economic conferences. Besides, the Palestinian Monetary
Authority should instruct its constituents, banks in particular, to cooperate with the beneficiaries of projects funded by
the agency and facilitate their transactions. The government should also find an alternative to the electricity problem,
which is considered a major obstacle to small projects in the Gaza Strip. Additionally, the government should also
provide a range facilitation for entrepreneurs, such as tax exemptions, permits, and registration. It is also necessary for
the agency to focus on projects that are more specific to the female category, given the crucial role of women in society
and their contribution to economic development.
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