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Abstract:

This study deals with the issue of the violation of the legal protection of cultural and
religious property in the international humanitarian law. It aims at analyzing the legal rules
concerning the violation of this protection by analyzing a group of texts of relevant international
conventions. This study also derives its significance by basing its analysis on the legal framework
governing cultural and religious property in the international humanitarian law, and then
determining the consequent criminal responsibility in internal and external armed conflicts.

Also, it aims to understand the nature of hostilities committed against these properties and
thus strengthens the global opinion on the necessity of excluding these properties from military and
civilian hostilities by establishing individual and international criminal responsibility for these
violations.

The study concludes that international law has regulated the legal protection of cultural and
religious property in a clear and details manner, despite its failure to activate individual
international criminal responsibility for violating this protection.

The study recommends the necessity of documenting and recording cases of attacks on
cultural and religious property during the period of occupation or armed conflicts, especially those
related to attacks on Palestinian cultural and religious property. As well as working to create a
global public opinion on attacks on cultural and religious property, and activating the
implementation of the national responsibility on leaders who have committed such crimes in
accordance with national legislation.

Keywords: - cultural property, international protection, international humanitarian law, criminal
responsibility.
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