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ABSTRACT:

This study sought to reveal the degree of follow-up by Palestinian university youth on the issue of prisoners
through social networks, its patterns and motives, and the relationship of this follow-up to their level of
knowledge about this issue. This descriptive study used the media survey method, and information was
collected through a questionnaire distributed to a sample of (339) male and female students from Palestinian
universities in the Gaza Strip, during the period between 3-9 October 2022. The study followed the Media
Dependency theory.

The results of the study showed that about (71.8%) of university youth follow up on the issue of prisoners
through social networks, and their level of knowledge about the issue of prisoners reached (79.3%). The
university youth’s confidence in the issue of prisoners through social networks came at a rate of (77.4%).
Facebook ranked first in the university youth’s follow-up at a rate of (74%), and the issue of hunger strike
ranked first among the prisoners’ issues that are followed up, at a rate of (78.5%). Further, the Prisoners’
Affairs Commission topped the most important pages on social networks in following up on the issue of
prisoners at a rate of (62.8%), and the news was the most frequent form of journalism dealing with the issue
of prisoners at a rate of (77.6%). The study also found that the emotional effects achieved among university
youth from following up on the issue of prisoners, through social networks, came first at a rate of (85.6%),
followed in a clear margin by cognitive and then behavioral effects. There was also no relationship between
the degree of university youth’s following up on the issue of prisoners, through social networks, and the
level of knowledge about it.
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