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Habits of Mind and Lateral Thinking as Predictors of Problem-Solving
Skills among Female Students of the College of Education at Al-Agsa
University

Abstract

The study aimed to reveal the predictive ability of each of the habits of
mind and lateral thinking with problem-solving skills. It also aimed to know
the most common habits of mind among female students of the Faculty of
Education at Al-Agsa University. The study sample consisted of (152) female
students who were randomly selected from the students of the Faculty of
Education at Al-Agsa University. The results indicated that the most common
habit of mind was listening with understanding and empathy with a relative
weight of 76.8%, followed by striving for accuracy and precision with a
relative weight of 76.3%, while the habit of taking responsible risks was the
least prevalent habit of the mind with a relative weight of 55.1%, followed by
the habit of thinking flexibly with a relative weight of 57.6%. The results also
showed that the degrees of lateral thinking and problem-solving skills were
moderate. There is also a positive correlation between habits of mind and
problem-solving skills, while there was no relationship between lateral
thinking and problem-solving skills. The results also showed that one of the
habits of the mind was listening with understanding and empathy, which
contributed to explaining approximately (3.7%) of this variance in problem-
solving skills.

Key words:. Habits of mind, Lateral thinking, Problem-solving skills, Al-

Agsa University.
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